Student Athletes and School Choice

Choice and Student Athletes
Q: Can a choice district encourage student athletes to apply to their program?
A: No, a choice district cannot recruit or encourage student enrollment based on athletic ability. Similarly, students cannot participate in a choice program for athletic reasons. The NJSIAA 30-day transfer rule for varsity athletes applies to choice students as well as to other students attending NJSIAA-member districts. Visit http://njsiaa.org/ to find their Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
Q: What are the policies for student varsity athletes who transfer from their resident school to a choice school?
A: The transfer policy of the New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association (NJSIAA) (http://www.njsiaa.org/ and click on "Constitution") is to discourage the enrollment of students in the choice program for athletic advantage. The NJSIAA has a student transfer policy that applies to students who transfer from one school to another for reasons other than a change of address. The chart below the NJSIAA transfer policy explains how it is applied to choice students.
NJSIAA Transfer Policy:
a. A student-athlete transferring from one secondary school to another, without a bona fide change of residence by that student's parent or guardian, shall be ineligible to participate for a period of thirty (30) calendar days or one half of the maximum number of games allowed in the sport by NJSIAA rules (the ineligibility period) from the beginning of the regular schedule, whichever is less, in any sport in which the student has previously participated at the varsity level.
b. To prevent possible recruitment or transfer for athletic advantage, a Transfer Form must be executed by the two involved schools and filed with the NJSIAA before any interscholastic participation.
c. A student who transfers during the second half of a sports season, regardless of whether the transfer was the result of a bona fide change of residence, shall be ineligible to participate in any post-season championship competition at the new school. The Executive Director of the NJSIAA will annually publish the dates that will define the halfway point of each sports season.
d. Any student who is subject to the 30-day period of ineligibility may nevertheless participate in interscholastic scrimmages at the discretion of the school.
	Question
	NJSIAA Application of Transfer Rule

	1. How do we handle a 9th grader who enrolled in a Choice school straight out of 8th grade?
	Considered an initial enrollment; not a transfer

	2. What do we do with a Choice student who decides to transfer out of his/her Choice school after the start of the school year to enroll in 9th grade in any other NJSIAA member school, resident school or otherwise?
	This is a transfer and student is subject to 30 day sit rule.
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